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New York Historical society to fill last exhibit with the help of nagel middle school

By: Pat Johnston

The New York Historical Society is turning to students at Nagel Middle School to determine what civilization should be used at their grand re-opening this September after being closed for renovation.  There has been much dispute over which ancient civilization to use for their exhibit, PEGS of the Past.  The curator wants the students to investigate the impacts, geographic features, political structure, and economic characteristics of India, Egypt, and Mesopotamia and determine which would have been the most successful civilization based upon their PEGS.  When interviewed the curator of the NYHS stated, “By allowing the students to choose and justify which civilization was the most successful, we are ensuring that young middle schoolers will come to the museum when the exhibit opens.”  

The students must write a 5 paragraph essay detailing the PEGS of the civilizations of their choosing.  They also were required to defend why their chosen civilization had the essential characteristics to be a successful ancient civilization.   The winning essay will be able to help design the exhibit’s layout using artifacts found in recent archeological digs.   To visit the student’s final work visit the NYHS museum’s grand re-opening on October 18th, 2010.

After investigating the lasting influence and impacts of Egypt, Mesopotamia, and India you are to write an essay to be submitted to the New York Historical Society.  You will use the notes from the stations and readings in class as guides.  

Once you have picked which civilization you believe has the greatest lasting influence and was the most successful you will then justify your opinion in a 5 paragraph essay. 

EXAMPLE FORMAT FOR ESSAY:
Dear Sir,

PARAGRAPH ONE: Introduce yourself and your civilization and where it is located: For example: 
Based upon the information discovered about (enter ancient civ) your museum in New York City should display (enter ancient civ) in your last exhibit showcase for many reasons.  Egypt, which is located along the Nile River had political, economic, and social characteristics that have lasting impacts in our world today.  Please review the findings and consider ( enter ancient civ) to be displayed in the New York Historical Society’s museum in Central Park. 

PARAGRAPH 2---pick at least two political impact or lasting effect of your civilization and how it impacts our world today OR what we can learn from this civilization’s political impact. 

PARAGRAPH 3— pick at least two social impact or lasting effect of your civilization and how it impacts our world today OR what we can learn from this civilization’s political impact. 

PARAGRAPH 4--- pick at least two economic impact or lasting effect of your civilization and how it impacts our world today OR what we can learn from this civilization’s political impact. 

PARAGRAPH 5---closing…be creative, persuasive, and be sure to justify all the reasons why your civilization deserves the museum space over the other 2!!!
BE SURE TO USE at least 5 specific vocabulary words from your glossary!! You will highlight these terms before you hand in your final copy.
** Miss Place is going to require students to keep personal pronouns out of the letter! (I and me!!)***
after investigating the impacts of Egypt, Mesopotamia, and India you now have more knowledge of the PEGS of these civilizations!  Your job is to convince the New York Historical Society which of these civilizations deserves to occupy their last open exhibit in their museum.  Ask yourself: based upon the PEGS of these three ancient civilizations, which was the most successful and therefore deserves a place in the NYHS museum?
After investigating Indiana Jones’ suitcase, students will be required to write a letter to the head curator of the NY Historical Society as to why different artifacts in his suitcase should be put on exhibit at the museum.  The letter just justify why Egypt WAS indeed an ancient civilization based upon the evidence of political, social, geographic, and economic characteristic clues left with the artifacts.  
Dear Sir,

I am working on a team that has discovered Indiana Jones’ suitcase containing artifacts about the ancient civilization of Egypt.  My team believes that Egypt should be included in your museum in New York City for many reasons.  We have discovered the following artifacts………

PARAGRAPH 2---pick an economic artifact and describe what it reveals about the Egyptian civilization

PARAGRAPH 3—pick a social artifact and describe what it reveals about the civ.

PARAGRAPH 4---pick a political artifact….

PARAGRAPH 5---closing…be creative!!!!!!!

***I am going to require students to keep personal pronouns out of the letter!

